CHAPTER XXXIII
THE   UNFINISHED   EPISODE
As I had determined to pass six months in Rome I took
lodgings opposite the palace of the Spanish Ambassador.
My first visit was to my old friend Cardinal de Bernis, who
was extremely pleased to see me.
cYour eminence has grown a little stouter,5 I said; cbut
for the rest I find you fresh-looking and unchanged.'
'You are quite mistaken, my friend, I am altogether
changed. To begin with, I am fifty-five years old, whereas
when you knew me I was only thirty-six, and I am obliged
now to eat nothing but vegetables.'
cDo you do that in order to mortify the flesh and so
cheat the devil! *
CI should like people to believe that/
He was delighted to hear I had a letter to the Venetian
ambassador, though I had not yet presented it, and assured
me he would speak for me. He congratulated me on my
being well provided with money, and determined to live
simply and soberly.
The Prince de Santa Croce told me I might pay my
respects to his wife any day at eleven, or two in the after-
noon., I went at the latter hour and found her in bed, but
being a man of no importance I was admittedj in a quarter
of an hour I knew all about her. She was young, pretty,
gay, curious, always laughing and always talking, asking
questions without waiting for a reply. She was a toy made
to amuse a man like the cardinal, who had grave affairs to
occupy him, and who wanted in his leisure moments to be
amused and distracted. He went to see her regularly three
times a day, the morning, the afternoon, and the evening,
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